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Today, we gather under the theme of “The Global South: 
Carrying Forward the Bandung Spirit and Marching 
together toward Modernization”, which is a concept that 

impacts the complex global obstacles we face nowadays.

On April 18, 1955, the leaders from 29 Asian and African 
countries gathered in Bandung, Indonesia for the Asian-African 
Conference and agreed the Bandung ten principles. It was the first 
historic gathering of the representatives from hundreds of millions 
of people in Global South to speak about the decolonization 
and avoid the implications of Cold War’ East-West ideological 
confrontation.

The Bandung Spirit, born in the struggle against colonialism 
and inequality, continues to inspire us as the Global South 
navigates a world of shifting geopolitics, technological 
transformations, and urgent developmental challenges.
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While the Bandung Spirit vitalized our pursuit of political 
independence, the next crucial frontier for our collective endeavor 
is economic modernization, requiring the same unity of purpose 
and shared vision. The Global South must march together toward 
a future where innovation, sustainable development, and inclusive 
growth define our path forward. Modernization is not simply about 
industrialization—it is about technological leapfrogging, digital 
inclusivity, and harnessing our rich human capital for self-reliant 
development.

The world today faces a complex web of intertwined 
challenges. Unilateralism, geopolitical conflicts, climate change, 
and development disparities threaten to undermine the progress 
we have made. It is imperative that we draw upon the strength of 
the Bandung Spirit to navigate these challenges and build a more 
equitable and prosperous future for all.

In today’s global dynamics, no country may succeed in 
isolation. The Global South’s path forward depends on stronger 
collaboration and shared prosperity. The modernization process of 
various countries is different. The Global South’s goals cannot be 
accomplished if each country acts on its own. Working together is 
the best way forward.

As we look to the future, several key priorities emerge for the 
Global South:

1. Strengthening South-South Cooperation: We must deepen 
our collaboration and partnership, sharing knowledge, resources, 
and best practices to accelerate development and build resilience.
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2. Promoting Multilateralism: In an increasingly interconnected 
world, effective multilateral institutions are essential for addressing 
global challenges. The Global South must play a more active role 
in shaping the global agenda and ensuring that our voices are 
heard.

3. Pursuing Inclusive and Sustainable Development: Our 
modernization efforts must prioritize inclusivity, ensuring that no 
one is left behind. We must also embrace sustainable development 
practices that protect our planet for future generations.

4. Advancing Peace and Security: Peace and stability are 
prerequisites for development. The Global South must work 
together to resolve conflicts peacefully and promote a secure 
environment for all.

Modernization is within our reach, but only if we march 
forward together—with vision, determination, and unity.

Myanmar reaffirms its dedication to the Bandung Spirit— not 
merely as a historical reference, but as a living framework for our 
future. By marching together, with vision and solidarity, we can 
ensure that our nations emerge stronger, more self-reliant, and fully 
prepared to lead in the 21st century.

I believe that the Bandung Spirit we value most can be used 
to tackle various those issues, particularly those related to peace 
and international cooperation, and sustainable development.

Regarding peace and international cooperation, the Bandung 
Spirit could upgrade the importance of respecting the sovereignty 
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and territorial integrity of all nations, while also promoting mutual 
respect and cooperation. It can be used to foster peaceful resolution 
of conflicts, promoting dialogue and diplomacy over confrontation. 
The Bandung Spirit can be instrumental in promoting international 
cooperation, including the development of international norms and 
institutions.

Sustainable development is crucial. It ensures the well-being 
of both current and future generations by balancing economic 
growth with environmental protection and social equity. It 
promotes long-term prosperity by conserving resources, addressing 
climate change, and fostering inclusive growth.

On the role of youth and future generations, the Bandung 
Principles give recognition to the importance of youth in shaping 
the future, empowering them to become active participants 
in addressing global challenges. The Principles can be used 
to promote education and awareness about the importance of 
sustainable development, peace, and international cooperation 
among young people.

Today, almost seven decades after the conference, the 
Bandung Spirit carries on, inspiring countries in the Global South 
to embark on a new path of common development through win-win 
cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative 
and other platforms.

Before concluding my statement, let me have a few words 
of thanks. Very recently, on March, 28, Myanmar experienced a 
powerful earthquake of magnitude 7.7 occurring near Mandalay 
Region, central Myanmar. This caused widespread destruction, 
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fatalities, and panic across Myanmar.

The earthquake has resulted in more than 4,500 deaths in 
Myanmar. More than 5,000 people were injured. Hundreds are 
reported still missing. China sent their rescue teams, medical 
supply and aid related teams, and made immediate responses and 
fastest reaction to the people of Myanmar. I would like to express 
our deep gratitude and appreciation to the Chinese Government, 
the rescue and medical missions from various Chinese provinces 
for their outstanding humanitarian work. 

(This article is the main body of the speech delivered at the 
Roundtable on Carrying Forward the Bandung Spirit held on April 
17, 2025, and has been edited for the purpose of publication.)


