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The year 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of 
the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. They were 

a decisive battle between justice and evil, between light and 
darkness, and between progress and reaction. In the great battle 80 
years ago, the Chinese people, with unyielding perseverance and 
enormous sacrifice, established and for a long time, sustained the 
main Eastern theater of the World Anti-Fascist War, and became 
a staunch force in fighting the Japanese militarist aggression. 
As Chinese President Xi Jinping put it sharply, “In defiance of 
aggression, the unyielding Chinese people fought gallantly and 
finally won total victory against the Japanese militarist aggressors, 
thus preserving China’s 5,000-year-old civilization and upholding 
the cause of peace for mankind. This remarkable feat on the part of 
the Chinese nation was rare in the annals of war.” China not only 
made critical contributions to the final victory in the war, but also 
actively participated in the establishment of the international order 
during and after the war. Moreover, China has been committed to 
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maintaining world peace and promoting common development. 
This glorious history stands not only as an epic of the Chinese 
nation’s relentless pursuit of self-improvement, but also as a shared 
memory of the solidarity between the Chinese people and people 
across the world to defend historical justice, uphold global peace, 
and preserve human civilization. Commemorating this history is to 
open up a better future. China will continue to draw wisdom from 
the great victory for upholding justice and promoting cooperation, 
and work with all nations to safeguard the hard-won peace and 
create a better future for humanity.

I. The China Theater Laid the Cornerstone for the 
Victory of the World Anti-Fascist War

The World Anti-Fascist War was a war of unprecedented 
scale in human history. The flames of war swept across more than 
80 countries and regions in Asia, Europe, Africa, and Oceania. 
From the outset, the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression carried great significance for the preservation 
of human civilization and world peace, and constituted a crucial 
part of the World Anti-Fascist War. China’s resistance made 
indispensable contribution to smashing the fascist scheme for 
global domination and securing the ultimate victory in the World 
Anti-Fascist War. 

China was the first nation to expose the aggressive nature of 
fascism and raise the banner of justice in the World Anti-Fascist 
War with tremendous national sacrifices. When the Japanese 
militarists brazenly launched the September 18th Incident in 
1931 and occupied Northeast China, Chinese soldiers and 
civilians rose up to resist, marking the prelude to the World Anti-
Fascist War. On the second and third days after the incident, the 
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Manchurian Provincial Committee and the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) successively issued 
declarations to strongly condemn the occupation and thoroughly 
expose the injustice and anti-humanity of fascism. The CPC 
actively organized and carried out anti-Japanese guerrilla wars 
in Northeast China. In April 1932, the Provisional Central 
Government of the Chinese Soviet Republic issued the Declaration 
of War on Japan, formally declaring war against Japan at a time 
when much of the international community was still barely aware 
of fascism’s expansionist, brutal and barbaric nature, and some 
major powers were even pursuing appeasement policies. In such 
a context, the unyielding Chinese people were the first to raise the 
banner of resistance and showed the world that peace, dignity and 
justice could only be preserved through struggle, not compromise 
or retreat. To hold high this banner, the Chinese nation paid an 
extremely severe price. During the War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression, China suffered over 35 million military and 
civilian casualties, and more than US$100 billion direct economic 
loss and US$500 billion indirect economic loss at the 1937 price 
parity. Despite its weak national strength and poor industrial 
foundation, China stood firmly on the side of human progress and 
the cause of justice, and forged a “Great Wall” with flesh and blood 
in the East against fascist aggression. This unwavering will and 
lofty conviction—fearing no brute force and fighting to the end—
brought strong inspiration and moral support to the world anti-
fascist struggle, proclaiming to the world that justice will prevail, 
peace will prevail, and the people will prevail.

China established and sustained the main Eastern theater of 
the World Anti-Fascist War, serving as the Eastern pillar in the 
overall strategic landscape of the world anti-fascist alliance. When 
Japan staged the July 7th Incident in 1937 and launched its full-
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scale invasion, China’s resistance created the world’s first major 
anti-fascist battlefield. During the eight-year whole-of-nation 
war of resistance against Japanese aggression, China’s forces 
engaged and contained the bulk of Japanese army and portions of 
the Japanese air and naval power. At the peak, China tied down 
94 percent of Japan’s total ground forces, wearing out Japanese 
military strength and strategic resources in a protracted war of 
attrition that decisively shaped the Eastern theater’s outcome 
and crushed the fascist ambitions of global expansion. China’s 
tenacious resistance pinned down the Japanese Kwantung Army 
in the Chinese theater, which thwarted Japan’s northern expansion 
plans against the Soviet Union. This critical containment helped 
the Soviet Union avoid fighting on both Eastern and Western fronts 
and focus on fighting Nazi Germany, making an immeasurable 
positive impact on the course of war in Europe. Simultaneously, 
China’s tenacious defense significantly delayed Japan’s southern 
advance, preventing Japan from mobilizing adequate forces to 
rapidly expand its presence in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
This won Allied nations, such as the United States and the United 
Kingdom, critical strategic buffer time to mobilize and organize 
defenses, adjust deployments, and ultimately launch their strategic 
counteroffensives in the early days of the Pacific war. These 
historical facts fully demonstrate that China’s War of Resistance 
was never an isolated regional conflict, but an indispensable part of 
the World Anti-Fascist War. China’s heroic struggle and strategic 
containment provided the Allied countries with irreplaceable and 
crucial support, contributing enormously to the victories in both 
the European and Pacific theaters.

China actively promoted the establishment of the world anti-
fascist united front, laying a solid political foundation for uniting 
global just forces. In the face of fascism—a common enemy of 
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mankind—China drew the conclusion from its experiences in 
the war that only by building the broadest international united 
front could a mighty force be rallied to defeat the evil. During 
the arduous War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, 
the CPC not only worked to promote the establishment of a 
national united front against Japanese aggression, but also, with 
a broad strategic vision, vigorously advocated for a global anti-
fascist united front, and actively voiced solidarity with and 
supported the just struggles of people around the world. As early 
as February 1938, Mao Zedong proposed to establish a “united 
front in China”, a “united front in the world”, and a “united front 
among the Japanese people” at the Anti-Aggression Conference 
in Yan’an. This laid the ideological and theoretical foundation 
for China to promote the establishment of the world anti-fascist 
united front. After the outbreak of the Soviet-German War in 
1941, the CPC Central Committee promptly adopted the Decision 
on an International Anti-Fascist United Front, clearly stating 
that “unite, diplomatically, with all those in the United States, 
the United Kingdom and other countries, who oppose the fascist 
rulers of Germany, Italy and Japan to fight against the common 
enemy”, officially making the first call for the establishment of an 
anti-fascist united front. Thanks to China’s active advocacy and 
unremitting efforts, historic outcomes were finally achieved. In 
January 1942, 26 countries including China, the U.S., the United 
Kingdom, and the Soviet Union jointly signed the Declaration 
by United Nations, formally establishing the world anti-fascist 
united front. The formation of this united front converged the anti-
fascist struggles of various nations and forces into an unstoppable 
historical torrent, and provided a robust political safeguard for 
the complete defeat of the fascist Axis powers. It was a decisive 
turning point in the World Anti-Fascist War, after which the war 
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began to move toward ultimate victory.

II. China Shaped and Steered the New Post-War 
Order for Peace and Development

The great victory in the World Anti-Fascist War ushered in 
a new historical era. As one of the main victorious countries in 
the World Anti-Fascist War, China’s post-war role underwent a 
historical transformation from the main Eastern theater where a 
life-or-death struggle was fought, to a steadfast builder of world 
peace and development in the post-war era. This transformation 
has not only exerted a profound impact on the post-war global 
architecture, but also, at a time of accelerated changes unseen in 
a century, contributed Chinese wisdom and strength to building a 
more just and equitable global governance system.

China is a builder and upholder of the post-war international 
order. China was deeply engaged in such important international 
conferences as the Cairo Conference and the Potsdam Conference, 
and signed a series of major documents including the Cairo 
Declaration and the Potsdam Proclamation which established the 
legal basis of the post-war world order, thus making a foundational 
contribution to the top-level design of the post-war international 
order. As a founding member of the United Nations (UN) and 
one of the drafters of the UN Charter, China was the first to sign 
the UN Charter on June 26, 1945. Meanwhile, with its enormous 
contribution in World War II, China became one of the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council, thereby legally 
establishing its core position in the post-war international system. 
Since the restoration of its lawful seat at the UN in 1971, China 
has remained a firm supporter and active participant in the cause 
of the UN, and firmly safeguarded the UN-centered international 
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system, the international order based on international law, and the 
basic norms of international relations based on the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter. China has consistently promoted an 
equal and orderly multipolar world and a universally beneficial and 
inclusive economic globalization. In 2013, President Xi Jinping 
set forth the vision of building a community with a shared future 
for humanity, responding to the question of the world, of historical 
significance, and of the times—“Where humanity is headed”, and 
pointing the way forward for the common development, long-term 
stability, and sustainable prosperity of human society. In 2023, 
President Xi Jinping put forward the Global Civilization Initiative, 
making the sincere call on the world to deepen exchanges and 
mutual learning among civilizations and promote the progress of 
human civilization. This injected cultural vitality into building a 
community with a shared future for humanity, and demonstrated 
China’s sense of responsibility.

China is an advocate and defender of world peace. After the 
founding of New China, the Chinese government, in keeping with 
the spirit of the UN Charter, took the lead in putting forward the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, namely, mutual respect 
for sovereignty and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, 
non-interference in each other’s internal affairs, equality and 
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence. With their strong vitality 
and appeal, these five principles have been accepted by the 
overwhelming majority of countries in the world and incorporated 
into many important international documents, becoming universal 
norms governing state-to-state relations. As a permanent member 
of the UN Security Council, China has faithfully honored its 
solemn commitment to safeguarding international peace, and 
actively participated in the UN peacekeeping operations. China 
is the largest troop-contributing country among the permanent 
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members of the UN Security Council, and the second-largest 
financial contributor to UN peacekeeping. Since its participation 
in peacekeeping operations, the Chinese military has dispatched 
more than 50,000 peace-keepers, and maintains a standing 
peacekeeping standby force of 8,000 personnel. China actively 
promotes the political settlement of international disputes, and 
plays a constructive role in addressing regional hotspot issues such 
as the Korean Peninsula issue, the Iranian nuclear issue, Afghani 
reconstruction, the Ukraine crisis, and the Middle East conflicts. 
At present, major changes unseen in a century are unfolding at 
a faster pace. In response to the complex and fluid international 
situation, President Xi Jinping solemnly put forward the Global 
Security Initiative in 2022. He advocated the “concept of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security”, and offered 
a Chinese solution to addressing the global security dilemma 
and achieving long-term world peace and stability. Amid the 
rise of unilateralism and protectionism, China actively promotes 
the building of a new type of international relations centered on 
win-win cooperation, deepens and expands global partnerships 
featuring equality, openness and cooperation, and continues to 
inject certainty and positive energy into the world.

China is a contributor and trailblazer in post-war global 
development. Development is the master key to solving all 
problems. As the world’s largest developing country, China has 
made development its top priority, and has eradicated absolute 
poverty through its own efforts. Over the past 40-plus years since 
reform and opening up, China has lifted approximately 800 million 
people out of poverty, meeting the poverty reduction target of the 
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development a full 10 years 
ahead of schedule. This is not only a major achievement in China’s 
human rights endeavors, but has significantly mitigated the risk 
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of poverty-induced conflict and instability, thereby making an 
important contribution to world peace and stability. Guided by the 
new philosophy of innovative, coordinated, green, open and shared 
development, China has always pursued its own development 
within the broader framework of human development, and actively 
shares experience with and provides support to other countries. 
In 2013, President Xi Jinping put forward the Belt and Road 
Initiative, which created a new platform for international trade 
and investment and opened up new horizons for global economic 
growth. In 2021, President Xi Jinping proposed the Global 
Development Initiative (GDI), encouraging the international 
community to pursue common development and reaffirming the 
UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The GDI seeks 
to build international consensus on and contribute China’s part to 
building a global community of development with a shared future. 
China firmly upholds the multilateral trading system with the 
WTO at its core, actively promotes the reform of the international 
financial system, and helps emerging economies and developing 
countries enhance their representation and say in global affairs. 
At the same time, China has initiated the establishment of new 
multilateral financial institutions, such as the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank and the New Development Bank, seeking 
to provide more public goods and financial support for global 
development. China has shared its development experience and 
opportunities with the world, providing the option of a new 
development path and an important driving force for the world, 
especially for the vast number of developing countries.
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III. China’s Contributions Herald a Bright Future 
For Mankind

History is the best textbook and also the best wake-up call. 
The victory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression is not only a historical turning point for the 
Chinese nation on its path to great rejuvenation, but also provides 
a source of deep and lasting inspiration for mankind to avoid 
repeating the historical tragedy and usher in a bright future.

Providing profound historical enlightenment for safeguarding 
international fairness and justice. The victory in the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression is a great 
victory of justice over evil, light over darkness, and progress over 
reaction. This historical fact serves as invaluable enlightenment 
that informs the present and cautions against any repeat of past 
mistakes in the future. It stands as a vital touchstone for the 
international community to distinguish right from wrong and uphold 
justice. In defiance of the invaders who had an absolute advantage 
in weaponry and national strength at that time, the Chinese people 
secured a final victory with their unyielding will and enormous 
sacrifices. This feat of the weak defeating the strong unveils a 
profound truth: The ultimate force that shapes the outcome of war 
and the course of history lies with the people, and with the moral 
dictates. Any act that runs counter to human conscience, however 
rampant it may be at the moment, will inevitably face a united 
resistance from all peace-loving forces worldwide and ultimately 
end in defeat. As the main theater in the East of the World Anti-
Fascist War and a key founder of the post-war international order, 
China has a natural responsibility to safeguard the historical truth 
of World War II and uphold a correct historical perspective on the 
war. In the face of remarks and actions that deny, distort, or even 
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glorify the history of aggression, the historical memory of China’s 
War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression stands as an 
inescapable fact of warning. It alerts the international community 
to the horrors of war and the value of peace. As we face new 
challenges in international relations today, hegemonism and 
power politics continue to threaten global peace. China’s solemn 
commemoration of the history of the War of Resistance Against 
Japanese Aggression, and its promotion of the great spirit forged in 
that struggle are China honoring its responsibilities to awaken and 
fortify the historical memories of people in all anti-fascist nations, 
jointly build a spiritual bulwark for global fairness and justice, and 
ensure that history is never forgotten and tragedies never recur.

Blazing a new path for mankind to achieve peaceful 
development. The outbreak of World War II had its roots in the 
development models of certain major powers, which resorted to 
military expansion and resource plunder. In the aftermath of World 
War II, China’s remarkable journey from a war-ravaged nation 
to one embracing the dawn of national rejuvenation is proof to 
the world that Chinese modernization, pursued through peaceful 
development, is a correct way to build a strong country and achieve 
national rejuvenation. Unlike the historical trajectories of certain 
major powers, which amassed wealth through colonial plunder 
and unequal trade, and fundamentally different from the fascist 
model of diverting domestic crises via aggressive expansion, New 
China has resolutely embraced the path of peaceful development. 
Since reform and opening up in particular, the Chinese people have 
made remarkable development achievements with their hard work 
and wisdom, and by pursuing relentless reform and innovation, 
and extensive collaboration with nations worldwide. China’s 
progress has demonstrated that by participating in global division 
of labor and cooperation through peaceful means, one can realize 
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prosperity for oneself and the broader world. The path of Chinese 
modernization is a historical inevitability rooted in China’s victory 
in the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression. Without 
the national independence and state sovereignty secured in that 
war, neither Chinese modernization nor the creation of a new form 
of human civilization could be possible. By debunking the myth 
that “modernization equals Westernization”, the Chinese path 
to modernization offers a fresh option for developing countries 
in their pursuit of modernization. It has also greatly boosted the 
confidence of Global South countries to explore development paths 
tailored to their own national conditions while upholding their 
independence. Not only does Chinese modernization benefit the 
Chinese people, it also advances global common development. It 
is an important effort China made to incorporate the post-WWII 
principles of peaceful coexistence and win-win cooperation into its 
own development framework.

Contributing Chinese wisdom to building a community with 
a shared future for humanity. The painful lessons of World War 
II have awakened humanity to the hard fact that the destinies of 
all countries are closely intertwined. Confronted with common 
existential crises and development challenges, no country can 
stay unaffected. Isolationism and appeasement policies offer no 
path to peace. Pursuing absolute security and practicing zero-
sum games will only escalate conflicts and push humanity into the 
abyss of disaster. China’s experience in achieving victory in the 
War of Resistance has demonstrated that only through solidarity 
and collaboration, and pooling the broadest forces possible can we 
tide over difficulties together and secure a better future. Currently, 
unilateralism, protectionism, extreme nationalism, populism, and 
Cold War mentality are on the rise, posing grave challenges to 
the stability of the post-war international order. These trends echo 
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fascism in the underlying logic—both are rooted in a narrow, 
exclusionary worldview. Honoring the glorious history of the 
World Anti-Fascist War and upholding the great spirit of solidarity 
and mutual assistance forged in the war are of high practical 
significance for resisting today’s dangerous trends of “building 
walls and barriers” and “decoupling and disrupting industrial 
chains”. China’s advocacy for a community with a shared future 
for humanity has built on the victorious outcome of and historical 
wisdom gained in the War of Resistance, in keeping with the new 
realities of the times and the current international landscape. The 
wartime survival-driven call for a united front has evolved into 
a strategic vision for fostering global unity and cooperation in 
the peace era. This vision, along with the global initiatives it has 
inspired, presents a novel, systematic approach to tackling the 
world’s “four deficits”① and advancing global governance reform. 
Grounded in the historical experience yet being forward-looking, 
the vision contributes Chinese wisdom to the pursuit of shared 
progress and a shared future of humanity. 

① Editor’s note: The four deficits refer to deficits in governance, trust, peace and  
development.


