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I. Asia Is an Oasis of Peace, a Highland of Development,
And a Pacesetter of Cooperation

Endowed with abundant resources, magnificent landscapes
and time-honored civilizations, Asia covers a third of the earth’s
land mass and has two-thirds of the world’s population. Countries
in Asia share the same home, with their interests intertwined and
their security linked. As such, they have increasingly become an
interdependent community with a shared future. As a member of
the Asian family, China has gone through similar historical trials
and cherished the same aspirations as its neighbors. We all stand
together through thick and thin, and remain united at heart.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the
Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist War. Eight decades ago, the Chinese
people fought a valiant battle side by side with the peace-loving
and unyielding people of regional countries. Together, we defeated
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the Japanese militarist aggressors, and secured the great victory
of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. This paved the way for
the historic turnaround of Asia from war to peace, from turbulence
to order, and reshaped the future of the region and the world at
large.

Peace, like air and sunshine, is hardly noticeable when one
benefits from it. But none can live without it. Compared with other
regions in the world, Asia has maintained nearly half a century
of peace and stability. This is closely tied to the values pursued
by Asian countries and inseparable from China’s unwavering
commitment to the path of peaceful development. After achieving
independence and liberation, China and other Asian countries,
inspired by Oriental wisdom and traditions, proposed a series of
guidelines and approaches for handling international relations, such
as the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, the ten principles
of the Bandung Conference and the ASEAN Way, and put in place
an ASEAN-centered architecture for East Asian cooperation. They
have been instrumental in preserving nearly half a century of
peace in Asia. In our turbulent world today, they have only proved
even more precious, and must therefore be doubly cherished and
protected.

In the past 80 years since the end of the Second World
War, Asian countries have achieved national liberation and
independence, and marched toward revitalization and development.
They have embraced economic globalization with open and
inclusive development, and created the Asian Miracle. Countries in
the region have actively advanced regional cooperation. Regional
economic integration has picked up speed, intra-regional trade
dependence has increased, and the paradigm of interconnected
development has been further consolidated. In 2024, Asia’s
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weighted real GDP grew by 4.4 percent, and its share in global
GDP reached 48.1 percent at purchasing power parity, contributing
over 60 percent of global growth. Asia has served as a major
engine of the world economy.

Asian countries, having suffered under colonial rule and
oppression, have moved toward self-reliance, confidence and
perseverance, and developed a unique way to engage with each
other that is rooted in Asia and distinctly Asian in character.
Around the world, some regions are mired in wars and conflicts,
and lots of people are suffering and live in great misery. Asia,
known for its prominent diversity, also has many differences and
disputes left from history. However, most countries in Asia have
chosen to sit down for dialogue and consultation in a bid to seek
a proper solution. The incorporation of the principle of resolving
disputes through friendly consultations into documents concluded
by regional countries, including the ASEAN Charter, the Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia and the Declaration
on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea, stands as
full testament to the Asian Way of mutual respect, consensus-
building and accommodating the comfort levels of all parties. The
difference can be easily told from the approach adopted by the
United States and other Western countries, which is characterized
by divide-and-rule tactics, the use of force, escalating tensions and
a winner-takes-all mindset.

I1. China Always Prioritizes Neighborhood on Its
Diplomatic Agenda

How major countries get along with their neighboring
countries has always been an important subject of international
relations, as it reflects the worldview and values of major countries
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and their perception of global order. China’s development starts
from the neighborhood, benefits from the neighborhood and
contributes to the neighborhood. On China’s diplomatic agenda,
neighborhood is the priority, and good-neighborliness is the
defining feature. As one of the countries with the most complex
neighborhood in the world, China attaches great importance to
neighborhood diplomacy, and takes it as its mission to promote
peace, stability and development in the neighborhood. At the
Central Conference on Work Related to Neighboring Countries in
April 2025, General Secretary Xi Jinping underscored that China
has a vast territory and long borders, which makes its neighborhood
a vital foundation for realizing development and prosperity, a key
front for safeguarding national security, a priority area in managing
overall diplomacy, and a crucial link in promoting the building of
a community with a shared future for humanity. These important
conclusions all testify to the high importance attached to the
neighborhood by the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core.

In all of his first overseas trips following the 18th, 19th
and 20th CPC National Congresses, President Xi Jinping had
visited neighboring countries, realizing a full coverage of top-
level interactions between China and almost all its neighbors. In
April 2025, right after the Central Conference on Work Related
to Neighboring Countries, President Xi Jinping visited Viet Nam,
Malaysia and Cambodia, his first overseas trip of the year. As the
world grapples with the impact of unilateralism and power politics,
President Xi Jinping’s visit to the three Southeast Asian countries,
with the theme of building a community with a shared future for
humanity and a focus on promoting good-neighborliness, friendship
and mutually beneficial cooperation, provided a powerful example
of China’s commitment to fostering an amicable, secure and
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prosperous neighborhood, promoting amity, sincerity, mutual
benefit and inclusiveness, and preserving a shared future. It opened
a new chapter in the building of a community with a shared future
with neighboring countries, and drew up a new vision of China
and its neighboring countries promoting stability and prosperity
together. In May, President Xi Jinping, upon invitation, paid a
state visit to Russia and attended the celebrations marking the 80th
anniversary of the victory of the Soviet Union’s Great Patriotic
War. The visit is of great significance and far-reaching impact, as
it further consolidated the China-Russia comprehensive strategic
partnership of coordination for the new era, rallied the world in
jointly safeguarding the postwar international order and lent new
impetus to world multipolarity and economic globalization. In
June, President Xi Jinping attended the second China-Central
Asia Summit in Kazakhstan and announced the China-Central
Asia Spirit, demonstrating the six countries’ firm resolve to pursue
good-neighborliness, strengthen the foundation of trust, stand in
solidarity and act in mutual support.

China and its neighboring countries enjoy geographical
proximity, cultural affinity, convergence of interests and a close
people-to-people bond, which makes the neighborhood a priority
in the building of a community with a shared future for humanity.
With the personal commitment and strategic guidance of General
Secretary Xi Jinping, the building of a community with a shared
future with neighboring countries has taken deep roots. China has
reached common understandings on building a community with
a shared future with 17 neighboring countries, and in particular,
formed “two clusters”—a community with a shared future among
Lancang-Mekong countries and a China-Central Asia community
with a shared future—respectively in the Indochina Peninsula
and Central Asia. Under the banner of building a community
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with a shared future among neighboring countries, China and
its neighbors have continued to enhance political mutual trust
and friendly cooperation, and achieved fruitful outcomes in their
respective revitalization and development, and in safeguarding
regional peace and stability, and addressing global challenges.

The neighborhood i1s a pacesetter zone for the Global
Development Initiative (GDI), a pilot zone for the Global Security
Initiative (GSI) and an exemplar for the Global Civilization
Initiative (GCI). Since being proposed, the three major Global
Initiatives have been widely welcomed and firmly supported
by neighboring countries. They have gained traction first in
the neighborhood, and offered Oriental wisdom and China’s
proposals for tackling global challenges. Since its inception, the
GDI has made solid strides in mobilizing resources, establishing
mechanisms and promoting cooperation. More than 20 neighboring
countries have joined the Group of Friends of the GDI, injecting
strong impetus into and creating more opportunities for regional
development. The GSI was first proposed to China’s neighboring
countries. It calls for creating a new path to security that features
dialogue over confrontation, partnership over alliance, and win-win
over zero-sum mentality. It seeks to resolve hotspot issues in the
neighborhood through the Chinese way, and pursues cooperation
in the nontraditional security fields including fighting online
gambling and telecom fraud through such platforms as ASEAN
and Lancang-Mekong Cooperation. The GCI has gained wide
resonance among neighboring countries as it advocates exchanges,
mutual learning and inclusiveness that transcend estrangement,
clashes and superiority of civilizations.

China’s neighboring countries are both primary partners
and beneficiaries of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). On the
BRI platform, China collaborates with its neighbors to establish
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demonstration zones for high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.
To date, China has signed Belt and Road cooperation documents
with 25 neighboring countries. Thanks to the joint efforts of all
parties involved, a connectivity framework consisting of “six
corridors, six routes and multiple countries and ports” has taken
shape. It keeps the arteries of economic development of regional
countries unclogged, integrates the countries more deeply into
global industrial, supply and value chains, promotes interconnected
development, and helps regional countries march together toward
modernization. The China-Laos, China-Myanmar, and China-
Pakistan economic corridors are making steady progress, and
the China-Cambodia Diamond Hexagon cooperation framework
is witnessing new development. The China-Laos Railway has
handled over 50 million passenger trips and transported over 50
million tons of goods. The Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed Railway
in Indonesia has transferred over 10 million passengers in total.
The China-Singapore New International Land-Sea Trade Corridor
continues to set new records in terms of the volume of its cargo
services. And the China-Europe Railway Express running across
Russia and Central Asia has made 110,000 trips, known as the “steel
camel caravan” traveling across the Eurasian continent.

China actively engages in regional cooperation, and has
become the largest trading partner for most of its neighboring
countries. China and ASEAN have been each other’s top trading
partners for five consecutive years, and the bilateral trade reached
nearly US$1 trillion in 2024. Since it came into force over three
years ago, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) has vigorously driven the indigenous growth of regional
trade and investment. In 2024, trade among RCEP member states
grew by 2.4 percent against headwinds, accounting for 32 percent
of global trade. China and ASEAN have concluded the China-
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ASEAN FTA 3.0 upgrade negotiations, sending clear signals of
further advancing regional economic integration and fostering a
network of high-level regional free trade.

II1. Accelerating the Building of a Community with
A Shared Future with Neighboring Countries

The relations between China and its neighboring countries
are at their best since modern times, and they are undergoing a
crucial stage where regional dynamics and global transformations
are profoundly interconnected. This year, as we celebrate the
80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War, the world and Asia once again stand at a crossroads.
The international landscape is marked by turbulence and
transformation, unilateralism, protectionism and bullying practices
are on the rise, economic globalization is encountering headwinds,
and regional peace and stability is facing challenges. A certain
major country, in pursuit of hegemony and its own selfish gains,
attempts to undermine the principles of the post-war international
order. It willfully politicizes and weaponizes economic and
technological issues, severely infringing upon the legitimate rights
and interests of Asian countries and gravely damaging regional
economic order and development momentum. The international
and regional order now faces a risk of the revival of the “law of the
jungle” where might makes right.

Where should we go from here? This is up to the people of
relevant countries to decide. Asian countries, having suffered under
colonialism and imperialism and endured the humiliation of falling
behind and being victim of foreign invasion, deeply appreciate the
value of peace and stability and the significance of upholding the
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outcomes of WWII and safeguarding the post-war international
order. The right choice for Asia should be openness over seclusion,
solidarity over division, cooperation over confrontation, fairness
over high-handedness, and coexistence over zero-sum games. This
not only concerns the prospects of nations in the region, but also
will fundamentally shape the future of Asia and the wider world.

China’s Central Conference on Work Related to Neighboring
Countries emphasized the need to focus on building a community
with a shared future with neighboring countries, and strive to
break new ground in related work. China will act on the common
vision of a peaceful, safe and secure, prosperous, beautiful
and amicable home, foster an amicable, secure and prosperous
neighborhood; it will follow the principle of amity, sincerity,
mutual benefit and inclusiveness in its neighborhood diplomacy
as well as the vision of building a shared future for humanity;
it will take Asian values of peace, cooperation, openness and
inclusiveness as the fundamental guidance, leverage high-quality
Belt and Road cooperation as the main platform, and apply an
Asian security model as a strategic pillar that features sharing weal
and woe, seeking common ground while shelving differences, and
prioritizing dialogue and consultation. By doing so, China will join
hands with neighboring countries in ushering in a brighter future.

Independence has long been a diplomatic principle pursued
and upheld by Asian countries. We need to promote the purposes
and principles of the UN Charter, uphold national independence
and strategic autonomy, and respect the development paths and
social systems independently chosen by people for their own
countries. Asian affairs should be handled by Asian countries
through consultation. We must resist attempts by external forces
to create division, provoke confrontation and undermine regional
unity and stability.
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Mutual respect and trust serve as the bedrock of Asia’s
overall stability. We need to respect other countries’ sovereignty
and territorial integrity as well as each other’s core interests and
legitimate security concerns, enhance strategic communication
and political mutual trust, and build a balanced, effective and
sustainable regional security architecture. We should stick to
noninterference in internal affairs, reject the practice of the strong
bullying the weak, resist using external forces to coerce others, and
say no to bloc politics and camp-based confrontation.

Openness and inclusiveness hold the key to sustaining the
Asian Miracle. We need to consistently pursue open regionalism,
foster an open, fair, just and non-discriminatory environment for
development, and firmly oppose the weaponization of trade issues
and tariffs. We should bolster regional economic integration,
enhance liberalization and facilitation of trade and investment,
improve the regional free trade network, keep industrial and supply
chains stable and unimpeded, and work to build a big common
market.

Mutual benefit and win-win results are the fundamental
pathway for Asia to realize sustainable development and regional
integration. We need to prioritize development, focus on people’s
livelihood, and make earnest efforts to address the imbalances and
inadequacies in development both among and within countries.
We should enhance cooperation in poverty reduction, healthcare,
education, food security, industrialization, economy and finance,
improve regional connectivity architecture, expand cooperation
in emerging sectors and frontier technologies including the digital
economy, green economy, and artificial intelligence, deepen
integration of interests, and share regional development dividends.

Peaceful coexistence is an inherent requirement for harmony
among Asia’s diverse civilizations and for durable stability and
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security in the region. We need to hold the bottom line of avoiding
conflict and turmoil, jointly safeguard peace and stability, and
address differences and disputes peacefully through dialogue and
consultation. We need to uphold harmony without uniformity,
respect the diversity of civilizations, promote mutual learning
and dialogue among civilizations, and enhance people-to-people
exchanges and connectivity. We should continue following the
Asian Way, and join hands in fostering a peaceful, safe and secure,
prosperous, beautiful, amicable and harmonious Asian home.

In a world of major transformations, the priority lies with the
neighborhood; for the path of a major country, the first step starts
in the neighborhood. In conducting neighborhood diplomacy on
the new journey, China will keep to the guidance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Diplomacy, preserve peace with utmost sincerity,
concentrate on pursuing development, and work with neighboring
countries to build a community with a shared future, with a view to
fostering a more favorable neighboring environment for building
a great modern socialist country in all respects and advancing
national rejuvenation.
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