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ender equality and women’s all-round development is an

important yardstick to gauge social progress, and is also

an unremitting pursuit of the Community Party of China
(CPC) 1in its century-long history. Since the 18th CPC National
Congress, General Secretary Xi Jinping, with a keen grasp of the
historical trend and standing at the forefront of the times, has put
women’s work high on the nation’s governance agenda. He has
made a series of important statements, and major decisions and
arrangements. Under this guidance, the women’s cause in China
has achieved historic success and all-round progress. General
Secretary Xi Jinping creatively proposed the vision of building a
community with a shared future for humanity and the three major
initiatives, namely the Global Development Initiative (GDI),
the Global Security Initiative (GSI), and the Global Civilization
Initiative (GCI). He systematically expounded China’s proposition
on promoting gender equality and women’s all-round development
at the 2015 Global Summit of Women and the 2020 United Nations
General Assembly High-level Meeting on the 25th Anniversary of
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the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, and proposed
to hold the Global Summit of Women again in 2025, contributing
Chinese proposals for advancing the global women’s cause. This
year marks the 30th anniversary of the 1995 World Conference
on Women in Beijing. To follow through on General Secretary Xi
Jinping’s important initiative, China will co-host with UN Women
the Global Summit of Women in Beijing in the second half of
the year. We will take this opportunity to thoroughly study and
implement General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important expositions,
step up actions to advance gender equality and women’s all-round
development, and work vigorously to build a community with a
shared future for humanity and a better world for all.

I. General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Important
Expositions Have Demonstrated Great Intellectual
Power to Guide China and Influence the World

The series of new ideas, perceptions and judgments put forth
by General Secretary Xi Jinping on developing the women’s cause
and advancing work related to women are a shining example
of integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’s specific
realities and fine traditional culture. They are the latest achievement
in adapting Marxist views on women, human rights and family to
the Chinese context and the needs of the times, and an important
component of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era. They bear distinctive Chinese
features, rich contemporary relevance, and high global significance.

Fully recognizing women’s important role in human liberation
and progress. General Secretary Xi Jinping incisively pointed out
that women are the creators of human civilization and promoters of
social progress, that without women, there would be no mankind
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or society, and that no better life could be achieved without the all-
round progress of the women’s cause and the wisdom and strength
of women. These important expositions are in line with the Marxist
view that “No great social change can be accomplished without
the ferment of women.” At the same time, from the perspective
of the origin of human civilization and the entire course of social
progress, these expositions fully recognize the pioneering and
driving role of women, highlight the irreplaceability of women
in the course of human history, reveal the pattern in which
women’s cause advance hand in hand with economic and social
development, and provide a powerful intellectual underpinning for
valuing more the participation and contribution of women in the
sustainable development of human society.

Adding new dimensions of the times to the socialist path
with Chinese characteristics for women’s development. General
Secretary Xi Jinping profoundly summarized the valuable
experience of the CPC in leading women’s movement over the
past century. He emphasized the imperative to strengthen the
CPC’s leadership over women’s work, uphold the socialist path
with Chinese characteristics for women’s development, and
center on realizing the Chinese dream of national rejuvenation
as the theme of contemporary women’s movement in China. He
noted that protecting the legal rights and interests of women and
children, promoting gender equality and the all-round development
of women and children are the important aspects of Chinese
modernization. He stressed the need for the united efforts of all
people, including the irreplaceable role of the women, in building
a strong nation and advance national rejuvenation on all fronts
through Chinese modernization. These important expositions show
in an in-depth manner the reason behind the great strides China
has made in its women’s cause in the new era, chart the course for
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promoting high-quality development of women’s undertakings on
the new journey, and provide important inspiration for countries all
over the world to accelerate their progress toward gender equality.

Creatively proposing to harness the “two unique roles” of
women. General Secretary Xi Jinping profoundly articulated
that family is the smallest unit of a nation, and a nation is a
myriad of families put together. He emphasized the importance
of family values, family education, and family tradition, and that
countless families make the important foundation for the country’s
development, progress and social harmony. He also highlighted
harnessing the unique role of women in social and family life, and
their unique role in promoting Chinese family virtues and fostering
good family traditions. These important propositions underscored
family as the starting point of the underlying logic in national and
social governance, creatively constructed a “three in one” system
involving family values, family education, and family tradition, and
closely integrated women’s development with family building, thus
demonstrating the unique strengths and distinctive features of social
governance in China and exploring new mechanisms and approaches
for advancing the reform of the global governance system.

Charting a sound road map for promoting gender equality
and women’s all-round development. With a keen appreciation
of the protracted, complex, and arduous nature of building a
world where women are free from discrimination and fostering
an inclusive and development-oriented society, General Secretary
Xi Jinping emphasized that women’s rights and interests are
fundamental human rights, and the protection of women’s rights
and interests must be a national commitment. He stressed the
need to protect women’s rights and interests in the course of
development, improve their lives through development, and ensure
that women’s development go hand in hand with economic and
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social development. He also stressed the need to bring women’s
initiative, enthusiasm and creativity into full play by removing
barriers and creating an enabling environment, eliminate the
prejudice, discrimination, and violence against women, and make
gender equality a social norm and moral imperative observed by
all. These important expositions integrate promoting women’s
development with protecting their rights and interests, inspiring
women’s motivation with improving the external environment,
and enhancing top-level design with making active explorations in
practices. They present an effective path toward gender equality by
addressing both symptoms and root causes.

Outlining a forward-looking picture for enhancing global
cooperation in the women’s cause. Adhering to the noble goal
of Marxism of the emancipation of humankind and promoting
the values of China’s fine traditional culture, such as a world in
great harmony and amity among all nations, General Secretary
Xi Jinping emphasized that women’s development cannot be
achieved without a peaceful and stable international environment
and sustainable development, or without the UN playing a key
coordinating role. He pointed out that it is essential to uphold
the concept of peaceful development and win-win cooperation,
and women’s organizations across the world should strengthen
exchanges, enhance friendship, and pursue common development
and progress. He stressed China’s support to the UN in prioritizing
women’s work and making women-related goals part of the early
harvest in the 2030 Agenda. These important remarks manifest
the close ties among all women around the world, highlight the
internationalist outlook of the Chinese Communists and their
sense of mission for public good, and inject strong confidence and
momentum into the global women’s cause and the building of a
community with a shared future for humanity.
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II. Women’s Cause in China Has Scored Historic
Achievements and Made Unique Contributions to
The Development of the Global Women’s Cause

As the host country of the Beijing World Conference on
Women, the CPC and the Chinese government have remained
steadfast in honoring their commitments and fulfilling their
responsibilities. Since the advent of the new era in particular, the
CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has
attached great importance to advancing women’s development and
consistently implemented the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action. In tandem with China’s peaceful development, women’s
cause in China has made unprecedented progress and entered its
best period in history. China’s voice and influence in international
women affairs have significantly risen.

Providing China’s solution to global women’s empowerment
and development. First, strengthening the overall leadership
of the CPC. “Remaining committed to the fundamental national
policy of gender equality and protecting the lawful rights and
interests of women and children” was incorporated into the
reports of the 18th, 19th and 20th CPC National Congresses. At
the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee, a
series of reform tasks were outlined relating to women, children
and family development. General Secretary Xi Jinping has
extended festive greetings to women in different ways on every
International Women’s Day, attended the 11th, 12th and 13th
National Congresses of Chinese Women, and met collectively with
the newly elected leadership of the All-China Women’s Federation
(ACWF), charting the course for the development of women’s
cause in the new era. Second, improving laws and regulations.
China has enacted and implemented the Civil Code, the Anti-
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Domestic Violence Law, the Family Education Promotion Law, and
the Rural Collective Economic Organization Law, and amended the
Constitution, the Criminal Law, the Employment Promotion Law,
and the Rural Land Contracting Law. The Law on the Protection
of Women’s Rights and Interests has also been revised. With
these efforts, China has established a comprehensive legal system
comprising over 100 laws and regulations to safeguard women’s
rights and interests. Third, increasing policy support. Both the 13th
and 14th Five-Year Plans dedicated specific sections to promoting
women’s all-round development. Major national strategies on
poverty alleviation, rural revitalization, invigorating China through
science and education, workforce development, innovation-
driven development, putting employment first, and building
a healthy China all pay close attention to coordinating with
women’s development and protecting their rights and interests.
Four cycles of the National Program for Women’s Development
have been formulated and implemented, and a gender statistics
monitoring system covering more than 2,400 indicators has been
established. Fourth, developing a collaborative management
model. A mechanism for work related to women and children has
been established at all levels, featuring Party committee leadership,
primary responsibility of government, coordination by women
and children’s working committees, inter-agency cooperation by
women’s federations, and broad participation of the whole society.
Both at the national level and across all 31 provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities, gender equality assessment mechanisms
for laws, regulations, and policies have been institutionalized.
These institutional arrangements with Chinese characteristics have
provided robust and enduring safeguards for gender equality in all
aspects of economic and social development and social life.
Making China’s contribution to advancing the global process
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of gender equality. First, remarkable results in poverty reduction
among women. Winning the largest-scale battle against poverty in
human history, China has enabled 690 million women to achieve
moderate prosperity in this process, and met the poverty reduction
target set out in the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
10 years ahead of schedule. Second, continuous enhancement of
women’s health. The average life expectancy of Chinese women
has exceeded 80 years, four years higher than the world average.
The maternal mortality rate has dropped to 14.3 per 100,000, a
decrease of 76.9 percent from 30 years ago. China’s core indicators
of maternal and child health are among the top of upper-middle-
income countries. The World Health Organization has listed China
as one of the 10 countries with high performance in maternal and
child health. Third, significant improvement in women’s education.
The gender gap in compulsory education has been basically
eliminated, and basic education has reached the average level
of high-income countries. The proportion of female students in
institutions of higher education has increased from 35.4 percent 30
years ago to 49.9 percent. Women’s higher education in China has
reached the globally-recognized universalization stage. More and
more women are studying the disciplines of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM). With the support of the
Spring Bud Project, 4.36 million girls in need have fulfilled their
dreams of schooling. Fourth, increased contribution of women
to high-quality development. Employed women in China account
for 24 percent of the global total. The female labor participation
rate is 63.7 percent, far exceeding the international average of
47.3 percent. Women account for 45.8 percent of science and
technology workers, 12.8 percentage points higher than the global
average. Women respectively make up 57.7 percent, 55 percent,
54 percent, and 53 percent of practitioners in finance, the Internet,
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as certified public accountants, and in intellectual property. Fifth,
women’s prominent role in primary-level governance. Women
account for 31.64 percent and 32.36 percent of deputies to county
and township people’s congresses respectively, and make up 54.3
percent and 41.3 percent of neighborhood committee members
and directors respectively. Women’s federations have established
women’s homes and women’s councils, which provide diverse
channels for women to participate in social governance at the
primary level. Marching at the forefront of the times, Chinese
women are the builders in great causes, champions of civic virtues,
and hard workers pursuing their dreams.

Fulfilling China’s duties in the global cooperation on women’s
development. First, supporting the UN in prioritizing women’s
work. China has consistently donated to UN Women to help
advance its work in such key areas as women’s education, health
and employment. To empower women through education, China
has, in collaboration with UNESCO, established the Prize for
Girls’ and Women’s Education. Organizations and projects from
18 countries have been awarded the prize since 2015. Second,
supporting women’s development in other developing countries.
China has trained over 200,000 female professionals from more
than 180 countries and regions, promoted the Juncao technology in
106 countries and regions, established women’s training (exchange)
centers in 15 countries, provided small-scale material assistance
and implemented “small and smart” public welfare projects,
such as the Maternal and Child Health Project, the Spring Bud
Project, and the Water Cellar for Mothers Project. Third, actively
safeguarding international peace and securify. The China-UN Peace
and Development Fund was established, and has sponsored nearly
160 projects in more than 100 countries. Over 1,000 servicewomen
and more than 100 female police officers have participated in UN
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peacekeeping missions. Fourth, promoting extensive people-
to-people exchanges on women affairs. The ACWF alone has
maintained friendly exchanges with over 420 women organizations
and institutions across more than 140 countries and relevant
UN agencies. China has conducted exchanges and dialogue on
poverty reduction and development, pandemic control, and the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and put forward joint initiatives
and actions. Under such frameworks as the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum, the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation, G20, and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, China has hosted women’s forums to promote
friendship, mutual trust, and people-to-people connectivity.
Taking the lead in driving global progress in women’s
development. Over the past 30 years, guided by the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action, countries have forged a
stronger consensus on gender equality, and pursued diverse actions
to advance women’s development. The environment for women’s
survival and development has continuously improved. According
to relevant UN reports in 1995, only 12 countries had laws on
violence against women, whereas today, 193 countries have
enacted 1,583 related laws. In 2010, there were just 19 national
action plans on women and peace, and now the number has risen
to 112. In the past five years, 80 percent of countries reported that
they have passed laws explicitly prohibiting gender discrimination
in employment, 79 percent reported that they have strengthened
social protection systems to reduce women’s poverty, and 77
percent have prioritized combating violence against girls. Through
joint efforts of all countries, women’s empowerment has achieved
remarkable progress. The global maternal mortality ratio dropped
by 40 percent, from 328 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2000 to
197 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2023. Girls’ primary school
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completion rate rose from 86 percent in 2015 to 89 percent in 2022,
junior high school completion rate from 74 percent to 79 percent,
and senior high school completion rate from 54 percent to 61
percent. Women’s representation in parliaments more than doubled
from 11 percent in 1995 to 27 percent today. These positive changes
for women mark a major leap forward in human civilization.

IT1. China Sill Intensify Actions to Promote Gender
Equality and Women’s All-round Development,
And Advance the Building of a Community with

A Shared Future for Humanity

The world today is undergoing accelerated transformations
unseen in a century. A significant shift is taking place in the
international balance of power. The international landscape is
fraught with turbulence and changes. The trend of anti-globalization
is picking up. Decoupling and severing supply chains is getting
worse. Regional conflicts, the digital divide, the climate crisis and
other problems, both old and new, are converging. All of these pose
enormous challenges to the global cause of women. According to
relevant UN reports, more than 600 million women and girls are
still trapped in conflicts and wars, two billion women and girls
lack social security, and nearly 10 percent of women and girls live
in extreme poverty. The progress in women’s development is at
risk of stagnation or even regression. The international community
keenly looks forward to the Global Summit of Women in Beijing in
the second half of this year, to bring together all parties to discuss
the way forward for global women’s development. We should
vigorously promote the common values of humanity, advance the
implementation of the GDI, the GSI and the GCI, and pool the
strength of solidarity and progress through extensive consultation
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and joint contribution for shared benefit. We need to accelerate the
delivery of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and
the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, open up broad
prospects for the cause of women, and make greater efforts to build
a community with a shared future for humanity.

Promoting women’s empowerment and development with
stronger actions. General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that
global development needs to be placed on a course that is more
equitable, inclusive and sustainable, and women’s development
is an important criterion. We will uphold the global development
outlook centered on the “Six Commitments”® and further prioritize
women’s empowerment and development. This includes deepening
initiatives such as Women’s Action for Scientific and Technological
Innovation, Women’s Action for Rural Revitalization, Action for
Women’s Employment and Entrepreneurship, Action for Women’s
Rights Protection and Care. We will enhance education for women
and girls, improve women’s digital literacy and vocational skills,
and safeguard their lawful rights and interests to increase their
sense of fulfillment, happiness and security. We will pursue parallel
progress in women’s cause and socio-economic development,
equal development of men and women, and women’s all-
round development on the new journey of advancing national
rejuvenation through Chinese modernization. While achieving
high-quality development at home, we will scale up support for
other developing countries, deepen South-South cooperation, and
enhance South-North dialogue. We will share our experience in
advancing women’s cause, contribute more ideas to tackle the
global imbalance in women’s development and gender inequality
in rights, opportunities and resource distribution, and help advance
the modernization of all countries featuring peaceful development,
mutually beneficial cooperation and shared prosperity.
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Safeguarding peace and security with firmer resolve.
General Secretary Xi Jinping noted that women and children are
the primary victims of all factors causing unrest and instability,
and the advancement of women’s cause hinges on a peaceful and
stable international environment. We will remain steadfast in
pursuing peaceful development, champion a vision of common,
comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable global security, and
actively engage in global governance on women affairs under the
UN framework to bring greater certainty and stability in an uncertain
world. We will be committed to seeking political settlement of
hotspot issues and addressing conflicts and disputes through peaceful
and diplomatic means. We call for being mindful of the gender
aspect in all peace processes, eliminating prejudice, discrimination
and violence against women, and fostering a secure environment for
women’s survival and development. We will work actively to create
better conditions for women to enhance their capabilities, expand
opportunities for their participation in economic development,
effectively meet the challenges posed by poverty, underdevelopment,
discrimination, prejudice and the digital divide, and enhance
women’s capacity to tackle climate change, natural disasters and
emergencies. We will support women’s active involvement in global
security governance, including peacekeeping operations and digital
transformation, to amplify women’s ownership, participation, and
transformative impact in the field of peace and security.

Promoting inter-civilization exchange and mutual learning
by building closer bonds. General Secretary Xi Jinping stated
that diversity spurs interaction among civilizations, which in turn
promotes mutual learning and their further development. Every
step taken in advancing women’s cause has promoted the progress
of human civilization. We will champion a global outlook on
civilization that emphasizes equality, mutual learning, dialogue
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and inclusiveness, enhance solidarity and cooperation with
women’s organizations, institutions and relevant UN agencies, and
establish more dialogue platforms for and constructively engage
in bilateral and multilateral friendly exchanges among women.
We will strengthen exchanges and cooperation with women in the
BRI partner countries and neighboring countries, and expand two-
way engagement between Chinese and foreign women, and fully
leverage the role of people-to-people exchanges between women
in fostering mutual understanding and affinity among people of
different countries. We will take the initiative to use the historic
achievements of Chinese women’s development in the new era as
vivid examples to better present to the world the CPC, Chinese
modernization and China’s effort in building a community with a
shared future for humanity. In doing so, we hope to enhance the
world’s understanding about China, inspire the pursuit of shared
dreams by the Chinese people and people in other countries,
promote fair, inclusive and high-quality development of the global
women’s cause, and jointly build a better world for all.

(Translated from Study and Research [xuexi yu yanjiu], No. 8, 2025.)

® Editor’s Note: The “Six Commitments” refer to staying committed to the
vision of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security; staying
committed to respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries;
staying committed to abiding by the purposes and principles of the UN Charter;
staying committed to taking the legitimate security concerns of all countries seriously;
staying committed to peacefully resolving differences and disputes between countries
through dialogue and consultation; and staying committed to maintaining security in

both traditional and non-traditional domains.
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