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Global Transformations Rarely Seen in a Century And 
Reshaping of the International Landscape
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The world today is undergoing accelerated transformations 
unseen in a century. The international environment, fluid 
and volatile, is evolving in multiple dimensions beyond 

time and space. Faced with emerging and intensifying global 
challenges in the security, political, economic, technological and 
other fields, the international community has a pressing need 
to reshape the international landscape at this critical moment 
of change, to safeguard and advance the global cause of peace, 
development, cooperation and win-win outcomes for all. At 
this pivotal crossroads for human destiny and the international 
community, President Xi Jinping has put forward, on behalf of 
China, a succession of proposals in a systematic way, including the 
vision of building a community with a shared future for humanity, 
the common values of humanity, and the four global initiatives on 
development, security, civilization and governance, contributing 
China’s experience, solutions and wisdom to the world.
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I. The international community must first develop an 
accurate and right understanding of the current world situation. 
The complex and volatile environment at present is a result of both 
the long-term evolution of and abrupt changes in human society. 
The international landscape in its contemporary sense originated in 
the mid-16th century, when capitalism and colonialism, powered 
by exponential growth in productivity and the geographical 
“discoveries”, connected the world into one, and a Western-
centric international community gradually took shape. For over 
five centuries, Europe and America, under the law of the jungle, 
engaged in war, occupation, colonization and plunder. Yet these 
came to an end 80 years ago with the victory in the World Anti-
Fascist War. China and a vast number of countries in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America achieved political independence, economic 
development and social progress. Having gone through the periods 
as the Third World and developing nations, they have entered the 
new phase of the Global South, and are vigorously and effectively 
sparking a shift from the Western-centric era to an era of a 
multipolar world. So by reviewing history, one can see the origin 
and evolution of the current international landscape, and thus 
recognize the basic trajectory of its future development.

The mounting instability and uncertainty in the world have 
intensified both the severity and difficulty of the challenges 
the international community faces today. Firstly, from a macro 
perspective of the world situation, the international community 
is, after experiencing the peak of globalization characterized 
by competition and cooperation, entering a phase of strategic 
competition dominated by major country rivalry. However, 
new factors such as the rise of the Global South and high-tech 
revolution may also bring about an era of “post-geopolitical 
competition”. Secondly, traditional and non-traditional threats 
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are intertwined and overlapping. The international community 
faces not only arms race and the threat of war, but also the direct 
impact of ongoing armed conflicts and warfare, such as the Israel-
Arab conflict, the Ukraine crisis, and the turmoil in the Horn 
of Africa. Meanwhile, non-traditional threats are only getting 
worse—climate change, terrorism, public health challenges and 
resource crises are intensifying, and posing a threat to the current 
and future international community. Even worse, the interwoven 
traditional and non-traditional threats are giving rise to new, hybrid 
security issues, and eroding the world’s ecological environment, 
public health and food security. Thirdly, while cutting-edge 
technologies, represented by artificial intelligence, drive social 
progress, they have also brought profound negative impacts and 
threats in multiple aspects. For example, the adverse impact of 
artificial intelligence has gone beyond a single area, as shown in 
the emergence of a complex network of risks involving technology, 
society and the environment. Fourthly, the world economy is facing 
multiple intertwined systemic risks, posed by both the deepening 
of traditional issues and the challenges in emerging fields. The 
complexity and interconnection of these risks have put a severe 
test to the global governance system. For example, there is obvious 
interrelatedness, mutual reinforcement and mutual affecting 
between the weak growth momentum and structural slowdown, 
between the restructuring of supply chains and fragmentation of 
trade, between a debt crisis and fragile fiscal sustainability, and 
between technological decoupling and a fractured innovation 
ecosystem.

II. The global balance of power is shifting in favor of the 
Global South and toward relative equilibrium. When observing the 
current international situation, it is essential to see not only the side 
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of turbulence but also the side of transformation, thereby achieving 
a balanced view through the lens of diverse perspectives.

First, the global balance of power (i.e. the international 
landscape) is moving in a direction more favorable for relative 
equilibrium, with the economic aggregates of the “Global South” 
and the “Global North” increasingly on par with each other. In 
2024, the G7 of Western developed countries recorded a total 
GDP of US$49.3 trillion, accounting for 44.3 percent of the 
global economy, and these countries were thus still in a leading 
position. However, BRICS, formed by 11 nations at the forefront 
of the Global South, registered a total GDP of US$31.5 trillion, 
taking up 28 percent of the global economy. Though they trailed 
the G7 in total GDP, their average growth rate of four percent is 
significantly higher than the G7’s 1.7 percent. Moreover, BRICS 
countries contributed over 55 percent of the world economic 
growth, and became a core engine of global growth. In addition, 
developing nations have significantly enhanced their status and 
role in international affairs, as they become more proactive, 
mature and effective in addressing and resolving major global 
issues. Their achievements in raising their representation and say, 
opposing power politics, protecting the ecological environment, 
and promoting poverty alleviation have been truly commendable.

Second, the Global South is promoting the reshaping of the 
international landscape by developing the global governance 
system. At the global level, the Global South firmly upholds 
multilateralism, resolutely opposes unilateralism, steadfastly 
safeguards the UN-centered international system, and has 
established a number of new, area-specific mechanisms such as the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the New Development Bank 
of BRICS and the “BRICS+” framework. At the cross-regional 
level, initiatives such as “BRICS+” and the ASEAN-China-Gulf 
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Cooperation Council cooperation mechanism are both innovative 
and exemplary. Regionally, cooperation under the African Union, 
ASEAN and CELAC frameworks continues to deepen and 
upgrade, and the building of a community with a shared future 
between China and relevant countries has elevated sub-regional 
cooperation to a new level.

Third, innovative progress has been made in the ideological 
and theoretical domains. The Global South represents the 
direction of historical development, and are a progressive force in 
the political and economic arena. Global South countries have kept 
making explorations and innovations in ideological and theoretical 
development, and worked hard to overcome their past shortcoming 
of “prioritizing economy but neglecting ideology”. Three major 
trends are emerging in the  ideological and theoretical development 
by the Global South, i.e. from passively accepting Western theories 
to decolonizing ideologies, actively developing their own discourse 
systems, and from theoretical criticism to practice-oriented 
innovation.

III. After understanding the world, one needs to adapt to 
and transform the world. Adapting to the world means learning 
to live with the imperfect reality while endeavoring to reform and 
improve it. The evolution of the world situation is a result of a mix 
of factors at play, and cannot be arbitrarily, instantly or rapidly 
altered, just as religion, culture and traditions all take a long time 
to form and develop in history. This is also why the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence, jointly initiated by China, India and 
Myanmar in the early post-World War II era, are still endorsed by 
the majority of nations today. The world today is not a tranquil 
place. The complacent established powers, driven by selfish 
interests, try to obstruct historical progress. They reject peaceful 
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coexistence and attempt to maintain global hegemony. Yet those 
who choose to go against the tide of history remain a minority after 
all, while the vast majority of countries and peoples seek peace 
and progress, and strive for peaceful coexistence and win-win 
cooperation in this new era in both practice and theory.

Of course, adapting to the world is not a passive reaction, but 
to transform it. As Karl Marx famously proclaimed, “Philosophers 
have hitherto only interpreted the world in various ways; the point 
is to change it.” To reshape the world, the long-term and collective 
efforts required of the international community now include, but 
are not limited to, the following four aspects:

First, the most vital and pressing mission is to safeguard 
world peace and prevent a world war. The year 2025 marks the 
80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of 
Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist 
War. Discussing the issue of peace and war at this moment is hence 
all the more meaningful, and carries far-reaching significance. As a 
distinctive phenomenon specific to certain stages of human history, 
war will continue to exist for a long time to come. However, 
through the collective efforts of all humanity, it is still possible 
to keep the outbreak of war to the minimum, and prevent its 
unbridled expansion, as evidenced by the fact that the international 
community has been successful in averting a third world war since 
World War II ended. This requires that the entire international 
community work together to preserve and build peace, prolong the 
duration of peace, and make persistent and determined efforts to 
reduce the instances of war over time.

Second, the international community needs to hold the 
master key of development firmly in its hand. Economic growth 
is a perpetual and fundamental pursuit of humanity. In times of 
scarcity, economic growth is often about quantity; in times of 
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abundance, the focus of growth should shift to quality. This is the 
new subject and new objective for the international community 
today. In the current round of technological revolution, we should 
firmly believe and ensure that it is humans who lead the way 
in technological revolution, now and for ever, and work even 
harder to shift from economic growth to all-round development. 
As they pursue economic development, more and more countries 
have come to recognize the limitation of driving national 
progress solely by economic growth. Hence, more countries are 
emphasizing the coordinated development of the economy, society 
and the environment, as well as rational allocation of rights and 
obligations, to avoid conflicts and unbalanced development.

Third, the international community needs to place greater 
importance on the coexistence and mutual learning among 
civilizations in the new era. With the baton of world civilization 
passed to us through millennia, the contemporary international 
community has a historical mission to inherit and advance this 
legacy. While human civilizations were created only within their 
respective geographies and domains in the past due to various 
constraints, today’s international community is basically capable 
of jointly creating new civilizations at the global level and across 
different dimensions. Hence, the international community needs 
to strengthen the mutual learning, exchanges and co-development 
among civilizations, boost both material progress and cultural 
and ethical progress, recognize the imperative of ecological 
conservation, and properly manage the digital development, so as 
to usher in a new stage of more self-motivated human development 
in the course of jointly building new civilizations.

Fourth, the issue of global governance is not only becoming 
increasingly acute, but has reached a critical juncture where the 
development of the global governance system must be intensified 
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and accelerated. Since the end of World War II, there has been 
no change in the basic nature of sovereign state actors, but 
major changes are taking place in terms of their quantity, form 
and function, changes that have exerted profound impacts on 
the international landscape and the international system. The 
past 80 years since the end of World War II have seen multiple 
realignments among major powers. The world now is developing 
in a direction with two countries (the United States and China) 
and two sides (“Global North” and “Global South”) as the main 
centers of forces, and the collective rise of the Global South is 
a distinctive hallmark of the great transformations in the world. 
Meanwhile, non-state actors continue to grow in number, and are 
becoming increasingly diversified. The most notable ones include 
major international and regional organizations, civil society 
organizations and multinational corporations. Their activities 
now span a wide range of areas in international relations and 
global affairs, and this trend is ever growing. Furthermore, the 
virtualization of actors represents another key direction of both 
current and future development. Digital intelligence is pushing 
humanity toward global connectivity, the integration of virtual and 
real worlds, and human-machine symbiosis at an unprecedented 
pace. The interaction between the virtual and the real, and between 
individuals and communities is spurring a restructuring in terms 
of population, territory, regime and sovereignty that goes beyond 
what they are in a conventional sense. The international community 
must gain a deeper understanding of the historical opportunities 
and challenges this presents, and prepare effective responses as 
early as possible. 


